

COMBINED AREA TALL TALES & INTERNATIONAL CONTEST SCRIPT
2025-2026
	TALL TOPIC CONTEST BEGINS



Sergeant at Arms
· Give a 5-Minute Warning
· May I have your attention, please?  
· Our event will begin in 5 minutes. 
· Please make your way to a seat. 

Sergeant at Arms
· Give a 2-Minute Warning
· May I have your attention, please?  
· Our event will begin in 2 minutes. 
· Please take your seats. 

Sergeant at Arms
· Welcome, Fellow Toastmasters and Guests, 

· I am __________________, the Contest Sergeant at Arms. 
     It is time for our Area Tall Tales Contest to begin!

· [bookmark: _Hlk195862081]Please pay attention to the following announcement: 

· By attending this contest, you agree to the privacy policy of Toastmasters International. 

· Some of your personal information, such as your name, image, and any shared messages, may be used by District 5 and Toastmasters International.

· Please turn your cell phones off.

· Please join me in welcoming your Area ____ Director, insert name


Area Director

· Welcome, Toastmasters and guests! Thank you, everyone, for joining us here today for the Area ___ Tall Tales Contest!

· We are honored to have numerous dignitaries of our district in attendance.  When I mention your name, would you please stand? 

	* See Dignitaries List! 



Area Director

· Let’s express our appreciation to these special guests for joining us today!

	Lead the audience in clapping. 



Area Director

· Please be seated. Thank You. 

· Please welcome our Contest Toastmaster, 
Insert educational designation: insert name

	Lead the audience in clapping. 



Toastmaster announces:
· Welcome Toastmasters and guests to the Area ___ Tall Tales Contest!

· Today, we have contestants representing clubs from our area.



Toastmaster announces:

· For the Tall Tales Contest, each contestant has selected their own speech topic and prepared a 3–5 minute speech. 

· The subject for the Tall Tales Contest must be of a highly exaggerated, improbable nature, and have a theme or plot.
[bookmark: _Hlk195862338]
· Please be aware that some of the content may be personal in nature and contain language, ideas, or beliefs that some audiences may consider sensitive.

· There will be one minute of silence before the first contestant and between each contestant. After all contestants have spoken, the judges will be given all the time they need to complete their ballots.

· The Chief Judge has informed me that the contestants, judges, timers, and ballot counters have been briefed prior to the beginning of this contest. 

Toastmaster announces:

· Here is the Speaking order for the Contest
	Contestant #1
	

	Contestant #2
	

	Contestant #3
	

	Contestant #4
	

	Contestant #5
	







Toastmaster announces:

· Timer, please time one minute of silence starting now. 

	Waits for a minute of silence signal from the timer 
before announcing the contestant



	* Contestant #1 
· May set up the stage as needed for their speech
· Moves to the staging area. 



	· Sergeant at Arms – Prepare the contestant
                                        Lapel microphone if available
                                        Ensure the contestant is in the staging area



Toastmaster announces:

· Contestant 1:  Please come to the stage.  

	Greet the contestant



Toastmaster announces:

NAME -- SPEECH TITLE -- SPEECH TITLE -- NAME

	Contestant delivers their speech

Toastmaster waits 5-8 seconds after the contestant 
concludes their speech

Greet the Contestant, the contestant leaves the stage. 





Toastmaster announces:

· Please observe one minute of silence to allow judges to complete their ballots.  

· Timer, please time one minute of silence now.

	Toastmaster waits for a minute of silence signal from the timer 
before announcing the contestant.



	* Contestant #2 
· May set up the stage as needed for their speech
· Moves to the staging area. 



	· Sergeant at Arms – Prepare the contestant
                                        Lapel microphone if available
                                        Ensure the contestant is in the staging area



Toastmaster announces:

· Contestant 2:  Please come to the stage

	Greet the contestant



Toastmaster announces:

NAME -- SPEECH TITLE -- SPEECH TITLE -- NAME

	Contestant delivers their speech

Toastmaster waits 5-8 seconds after the contestant 
concludes their speech


Greet the Contestant, the contestant leaves the stage.


Toastmaster announces:

· Please observe one minute of silence to allow judges to complete their ballots.  

· Timer, please time one minute of silence now.

	Toastmaster waits for a minute of silence signal from the timer
 before announcing the contestant.



	* Contestant #3 
· May set up the stage as needed for their speech
· Moves to the staging area. 



	· Sergeant at Arms – Prepare the contestant
                                        Lapel microphone if available
                                        Ensure the contestant is in the staging area



Toastmaster announces:

· Contestant 3:  Please come to the stage

	Greet the contestant



Toastmaster announces:

NAME -- SPEECH TITLE -- SPEECH TITLE -- NAME

	Contestant delivers their speech

Toastmaster waits 5-8 seconds after the contestant 
concludes their speech


Greet the Contestant, the contestant leaves the stage.


Toastmaster announces:

· Please observe one minute of silence to allow judges to complete their ballots.  

· Timer, please time one minute of silence now.

	Toastmaster waits for a minute of silence signal from the timer
 before announcing the contestant.



	* Contestant #4
· May set up the stage as needed for their speech
· Moves to the staging area. 



	· Sergeant at Arms – Prepare the contestant
                                        Lapel microphone if available
                                        Ensure the contestant is in the staging area



Toastmaster announces:

· Contestant 4:  Please come to the stage

	Greet the contestant











Toastmaster announces:

NAME -- SPEECH TITLE -- SPEECH TITLE -- NAME

	Contestant delivers their speech

Toastmaster waits 5-8 seconds after the contestant 
concludes their speech


Greet the Contestant, the contestant leaves the stage.


Toastmaster announces:

· Please observe one minute of silence to allow judges to complete their ballots.  

· Timer, please time one minute of silence now.

	Toastmaster waits for a minute of silence signal from the timer
 before announcing the contestant.



	* Contestant #5 
· May set up the stage as needed for their speech
· Moves to the staging area. 



	· Sergeant at Arms – Prepare the contestant
                                        Lapel microphone if available
                                        Ensure the contestant is in the staging area



Toastmaster announces:

· Contestant 5:  Please come to the stage

	Greet the contestant



Toastmaster announces:

NAME -- SPEECH TITLE -- SPEECH TITLE -- NAME

	Contestant delivers their speech

Toastmaster waits 5-8 seconds after the contestant 
concludes their speech

Greet the Contestant, the contestant leaves the stage.


Toastmaster announces:

· Please remain silent while the judges have all the time they need to complete their ballots. Remain silent until the Chief Judge informs me when all ballots have been received.

	Chief Judge
Mr. Toastmaster, all ballots have been received.
You may continue with the contest.



Toastmaster announces:

· Let's give all our Contestants a round of applause!
· It’s time to find out more about our contestants. 
· Contestants, please come up here and stand in your speaking order. 

	Ask contestants the following questions.








Toastmaster announces:

· What Club are you representing? 

· How long have you been in Toastmasters? 

· Refer to the speaker's profile to ask additional questions or you can make up your own questions.

	When you are done interviewing contestants, give the contestant a certificate And thank them for their participation in the contest.


Scan the room to see if the Chief Judge is back in the room.

If the Chief Judge is not back in the room
The goal is to keep the interview going until the 
Chief Judge is back in the room.

If the Chief Judge is back in the room
Announce that this concludes the Area Tall Tales Contest.



Toastmaster announces:  Ask for any District Announcements, call for either a 5 min or 10 min BREAK

	INTERNATIONAL SPEECH CONTEST SCRIPT




Sergeant at Arms
· Give a 2-Minute Warning
· May I have your attention, please?  
· Our event will begin in 2 minutes. 
· Please take your seats. 

Sergeant at Arms
 
     It is time for our Area International Speech Contest to begin!

· Please pay attention to the following announcement: 

· Please be seated.

· By attending this contest, you agree to the privacy policy of Toastmasters International. 

· Some of your personal information, such as your name, image, and any shared messages, may be used by District 5 and Toastmasters International.

· Please turn your cell phones off.

· Please welcome our Contest Toastmaster, Insert educational designation: insert name


Toastmaster announces:
· Welcome Toastmasters and guests to the Area ___ International Speech Contest!

· Today, we have contestants representing clubs from our area.









Toastmaster announces:

· For the International Contest, each contestant has selected their own speech topic and prepared a 5–7 minute speech. 

· Please be aware that some of the content may be personal in nature and contain language, ideas, or beliefs that some audiences may consider sensitive.

· There will be one minute of silence before the first contestant and between each contestant. After all contestants have spoken, the judges will be given all the time they need to complete their ballots.

· The Chief Judge has informed me that the contestants, judges, timers, and ballot counters have been briefed prior to the beginning of this contest. 

Toastmaster announces:

· Here is the Speaking order for the Contest
	Contestant #1
	

	Contestant #2
	

	Contestant #3
	

	Contestant #4
	

	Contestant #5
	



Toastmaster announces:

· Timer, please time one minute of silence starting now. 



	Waits for a minute of silence signal from the timer 
before announcing the contestant



	* Contestant #1 
· May set up the stage as needed for their speech
· Moves to the staging area. 



	· Sergeant at Arms – Prepare the contestant
                                        Lapel microphone if available
                                        Ensure the contestant is in the staging area



Toastmaster announces:

· Contestant 1:  Please come to the stage.  

	Greet the contestant



Toastmaster announces:

NAME -- SPEECH TITLE -- SPEECH TITLE -- NAME

	Contestant delivers their speech

Toastmaster waits 5-8 seconds after the contestant 
concludes their speech

Greet the Contestant, the contestant leaves the stage. 



Toastmaster announces:

· Please observe one minute of silence to allow judges to complete their ballots.  

· Timer, please time one minute of silence now.

	Toastmaster waits for a minute of silence signal from the timer 
before announcing the contestant.



	* Contestant #2 
· May set up the stage as needed for their speech
· Moves to the staging area. 



	· Sergeant at Arms – Prepare the contestant
                                        Lapel microphone if available
                                        Ensure the contestant is in the staging area



Toastmaster announces:

· Contestant 2:  Please come to the stage

	Greet the contestant



Toastmaster announces:

NAME -- SPEECH TITLE -- SPEECH TITLE -- NAME

	Contestant delivers their speech

Toastmaster waits 5-8 seconds after the contestant 
concludes their speech

Greet the Contestant, the contestant leaves the stage.


Toastmaster announces:

· Please observe one minute of silence to allow judges to complete their ballots.  

· Timer, please time one minute of silence now.

	Toastmaster waits for a minute of silence signal from the timer
 before announcing the contestant.



	* Contestant #3 
· May set up the stage as needed for their speech
· Moves to the staging area. 



	· Sergeant at Arms – Prepare the contestant
                                        Lapel microphone if available
                                        Ensure the contestant is in the staging area



Toastmaster announces:

· Contestant 3:  Please come to the stage

	Greet the contestant



Toastmaster announces:

NAME -- SPEECH TITLE -- SPEECH TITLE -- NAME

	Contestant delivers their speech

Toastmaster waits 5-8 seconds after the contestant 
concludes their speech

Greet the Contestant, the contestant leaves the stage.


Toastmaster announces:

· Please observe one minute of silence to allow judges to complete their ballots.  

· Timer, please time one minute of silence now.

	Toastmaster waits for a minute of silence signal from the timer
 before announcing the contestant.



	* Contestant #4
· May set up the stage as needed for their speech
· Moves to the staging area. 



	· Sergeant at Arms – Prepare the contestant
                                        Lapel microphone if available
                                        Ensure the contestant is in the staging area



Toastmaster announces:

· Contestant 4:  Please come to the stage

	Greet the contestant



Toastmaster announces:

NAME -- SPEECH TITLE -- SPEECH TITLE -- NAME

	Contestant delivers their speech

Toastmaster waits 5-8 seconds after the contestant 
concludes their speech

Greet the Contestant, the contestant leaves the stage.


Toastmaster announces:

· Please observe one minute of silence to allow judges to complete their ballots.  

· Timer, please time one minute of silence now.

	Toastmaster waits for a minute of silence signal from the timer
 before announcing the contestant.



	* Contestant #5 
· May set up the stage as needed for their speech
· Moves to the staging area. 



	· Sergeant at Arms – Prepare the contestant
                                        Lapel microphone if available
                                        Ensure the contestant is in the staging area



Toastmaster announces:

· Contestant 5:  Please come to the stage

	Greet the contestant



Toastmaster announces:

NAME -- SPEECH TITLE -- SPEECH TITLE -- NAME

	Contestant delivers their speech

Toastmaster waits 5-8 seconds after the contestant 
concludes their speech

Greet the Contestant, the contestant leaves the stage.


Toastmaster announces:

· Please remain silent while the judges have all the time they need to complete their ballots. Remain silent until the Chief Judge informs me when all ballots have been received.

	Chief Judge
Mr. Toastmaster, all ballots have been received.
You may continue with the contest.



Toastmaster announces:

· Let's give all our Contestants a round of applause!
· It’s time to find out more about our contestants. 
· Contestants, please come up here and stand in your speaking order. 

	Ask contestants the following questions.



Toastmaster announces:

· What Club are you representing? 

· How long have you been in Toastmasters? 

· Refer to the speaker's profile to ask additional questions or you can make up your own questions.

	When you are done interviewing each contestant, give the contestant
 a certificate And thank them for their participation in the contest.


Scan the room to see if the Chief Judge is back in the room.

If the Chief Judge is not back in the room
The goal is to keep the interview going until the 
Chief Judge is back in the room.

If the Chief Judge is back in the room
Announce that this concludes the Area International Speech Contest.





Toastmaster announces:

· It is my pleasure to introduce our Contest Chair, insert name 

Area Contest Chair:

· [bookmark: _Hlk213247221]Ask all contest functionaries to stand and be recognized. 
Let's give a Round of Applause to the entire contest team whose contributions have been instrumental in making this contest possible. Pass out contest functionary certificates once contest has been adjourned.

· Thank the audience for their attendance. 

Area Contest Chair:

· Ladies and Gentlemen, please help me welcome up your Area Director

Area Director: (Announce)  

· The winner from today’s contests will move forward to the insert name of division Division Contest

· It is now time to announce the contest winners. 

Area Director: (Announce)  

TALL TALES
	There were ___#____ time disqualifications.
or
There were NO time disqualifications






Area Director: (Announce)  

· In 3rd Place _________    Contestant Name     _____________
         (Division Director hands award to Area Director)

· In 2nd Place _________   Contestant Name     _____________
(Division Director hands award to Area Director)

· In 1st Place _________    Contestant Name     _____________
(Division Director hands award to Area Director)


INTERNATIONAL SPEECH CONTEST
	There were ___#____ time disqualifications.
or
There were NO time disqualifications




Area Director: (Announce)  

· In 3rd Place _________    Contestant Name     _____________
         (Division Director hands award to Area Director)

· In 2nd Place _________   Contestant Name     _____________
(Division Director hands award to Area Director)

· In 1st Place _________    Contestant Name     _____________
(Division Director hands award to Area Director)




Area Director: (Announce)  

· CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR WINNERS!  THE CONTEST IS ADJOURNED. 





